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plans; he was energetically opposed to military action in
Persia and to pulling chestnuts out of the fire for Foreign
Powers; such a policy would not be understood in Russia,
"and it is also not clear whom we should be defending in
Persia." As to the Balkans, the question was still more
serious; he would limit Russia's action to the possible pro-
tection of Bulgaria in case of a Turco-Bulgarian war.
Meanwhile money must be raised by every means for re-
organizing the army and navy and making adequate mili-
tary preparations.
Izvolski therefore again emphasized the unfavorable
consequences of a strictly defensive policy. But Premier
Stolypin summed up the discussion by declaring that
Izvolski must not count on support for an aggressive and
adventurous policy at present. Otherwise a new revolution
might break out in Russia and endanger the dynasty. "But
after some years, when we have secured complete quiet,
Russia can speak again as in the past."
At present she must limit herself to what could be ac-
complished by the diplomatic skill of the Minister of For-
eign Affairs. In approving this policy of avoiding war for
the present, and preparing for the future, Nicholas II noted
in pencil: "God helps those who help themselves."2e
Unable to get unanimous Russian backing for active
military measures, Izvolski then turned again to Aehren-
thal and Austria, to secure by diplomacy a more modest
part of Russia's Historic Mission—the opening of the
Straits for the Russian warships of the future. A year be-
fore he had tried to win England's consent to this as part
of the Anglo-Russian Entente, but without success.
Count Aehrenthal on his side had been secretly consider-
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